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Competency Guidelines for Public Health Laboratory Professionals
CDC and the Association of Public Health Laboratories

TABLE 12. Public health laboratory competency guidelines: Microbiology domain

MCB 1.00. Concepts and techniques: adheres to policies* and principles governing

actions and behaviors that are essential when working in a microbiology laboratory

Subcompetency

MCB 1.01.
Microbiological
concepts and
theories*

MCB 1.02. Basic
microbiological

Beginner

Describes basic
microbiological
concepts and
theories

Applies basic
microbiological

Competent

Relates
microbiological
concepts and
theories to the
specific tests
that are
conducted

Integrates basic
microbiological

Proficient

Ensures
microbiological
concepts and
theories are
applied in
laboratory
testing

Trains staff on
basic

Expert

Evaluates
laboratory
practices for
adherence to
accepted
microbiological
concepts and
theories

Ensures
implementation

techniques techniques to techniques into  microbiological  of basic
laboratory new laboratory  techniques microbiological
testing practices and techniques into
procedures* laboratory
practices
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